of this fascinating island nation.”
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the culture, isolation and fragile beauty

with Tony Whincup

“Come with us and capture on camera

people

water world

The 16 atolls that comprise the main island group of Kiribati, straddle the equator due north of
New Zealand and stand just 2-3 metres above the sea. The atolls are tiny peaks of undersea
mountains that rise through the Pacific Ocean; the reefs are the defence against relentless waves
upon these precarious islands. Trade winds moderate a hot, humid mid tropical marine climate.
Sea dominates life. The nearest island is over the horizon,
and a major land mass a thousand miles of endless ocean
away. The land, threatened ecologically by changes in the
world’s climate, is so narrow, both the ocean and lagoon can
nearly always be seen. There is nowhere, not even in the
centre of the lagoon, that the roar of the breakers is not
heard. The sound of the sea is inescapable in Kiribati.

The I-Kiribati are a Micronesian people and the population of Kiribati is estimated at 100,000, of
which, as many as 40,000 live on the capital island of Tarawa.
Many families continue to live in a traditional extended family environment and, in many places,
traditional island culture is very much alive today with limited influence from the outside world.
Many I-Kiribati still craft their own homes and canoes with natural materials found on the islands. Kiribati dance continues to be synonymous with their identity.

You have only to stand on
that beach, with the other
beach a few yards behind you,
think where you are - is it the
end of the world, or the
beginning? - and look at the
empty enormity in which your
existence as an individual is
placed...
(Coates 1970:36)

Background to Kiribati

geography

The 33 coral atolls of the Republic of Kiribati, stretch 3000km along the equator, half way between
Hawaii and Australia. Kiritimati (Christmas Island) in the Line Islands is to the east, Banaba (Ocean
Island) is furthermost west, with the Phoenix and Gilbert Groups, including Kiribati in between.

Hi! My name is Tony Whincup. I am
an enthusiastic and experienced teacher of
photography with a passion for Kiribati.

I am a Fellow of the New Zealand Professional Photographic
Association and an international award winning photographer. I have published a number of books and my
photographs appear in numerous magazines, journals and
websites. I also exhibit my fine art work in the prestigious
Pataka Museum in New Zealand.
My background is in art, documentary photography and
anthropology. I have been fortunate to have over 25 years
of experience photographing in Kiribati.
My projects have included traditional canoes, dance and my
current work documents the traditional meeting-house. My
published work includes: Kiribati; Nareau’s Nation: A
Portrait of the Gilbert Islands and Akekeia! Traditional
Dance in Kiribati, which, I am proud to say, won the
Illustrative section of the NZ Montana Book Award (2002).
In 2008 I was honoured with the award of the Kiribati
Order of Merit for my services to the country.
Photography is a wonderful way of exploring the world. I
really look forward to sharing the experience of Kiribati
while helping you develop your photographic skills.
Associate Professor Tony Whincup, 2009

Despite my time in Vanuatu I
was raised as a proud I-Kiribati, surrounded
by the Kiribati way of life, culture, tradition,
customs & language.
I have worked for Tobaraoi Travel for 7
years as a travel consultant, including 3
years based in Kiritimati. During this time I
also carried out Kiribati Holidays duties and
I recently transferred permanently to this
role, to work closely with tourism suppliers,
act as tour guide and help visitors make the
most of their stay in Kiribati.
I am fluent in I-Kiribati and English. I enjoy
singing and listening to music but what I love
is to dance in the traditional I-Kiribati style.
I also like to travel and experience new
cultures and meet different people.
I am really looking forward to showing you
the beauty and character of Kiribati and
sharing with you our language, traditions and
customs. I may even dance for you! I hope
that your time with us in Kiribati is one that
you will long remember.
Keetia Yee-On, 2009

Notes from your guides

I think of Kiribati as my second home and
have a real love for the experiences I have
there, as well as a huge admiration for the
way of life on the atolls.

I am Keetia Yee-On. I was
born in Santo, Vanuatu to IKiribati parents. I lived in
Vanuatu until I was 5 years
old before moving to live in
Kiribati.

houses where you may have to share a sleeping area
• You must be prepared for basic amenities, simple

food & should not expect running water, uninterrupted electricity, or other ‘luxuries’
• Fish & rice will be the mainstay of your diet, with
coconut, breadfruit & pumpkin. There will be lots of
fish but there is a great variety & it is always fresh
• There are few vegetables on the outer islands

• Kiribati is conservative in its dress code - please bear this in mind

when considering what clothes to bring
• loose fitting cotton clothes are best - nothing too short. For women,

clothing

loose skirts allowing you to sit crosslegged on the floor, are ideal
• A ‘lavalava’ (sarong) is versatile, both to protect from the heat & to

wrap around shorts for visits to meeting houses
• Sandals/sand shoes are good as footwear. For daily wear we don’t
recommend leather (may rot) or thongs (they don’t stay on in water).
The sand is coral so is very tough on tender bare feet
• You will not need anything ’just in case its chilly” - it will be warm
• If you get easily sunburnt or are attractive to mosquitoes, loose
fitting, lightweight, long sleeves & trousers are a good idea

health

• There is a basic hospital on Tarawa for emergencies but you must take

all medication you need. A personal medical kit is recommended.
• diarrhoea will ruin your time in Kiribati, so make sure your medical kit
has strong ‘stoppers’ & electrolytes to replace lost fluid
• cuts & grazes in Kiribati need to be taken seriously. Plasters, strong
anti-biotic cream & disinfectant are essential. Antibiotics are also a
good idea.
• you may want a vaccination for hepatitis A & B as a precaution
• bring a wide brim hat, quality sunglasses, sunscreen & insect repellent
• mosquito nets are provided - mosquitoes are NOT malarial however
• if you use contact lenses bring plenty of cleanser and spare glasses

“Just being in Kiribati will be a wonderful & unique experience. Kiribati is remote & the outer islands rarely
visited by tourists. The I-Kiribati maintain many of their cultural traditions & subsistence skills - here lies its
fascination for me. Meeting new people, boat trips, the places you stay, the island ‘bush’, the harsh ‘ocean side’,
the gentle, peaceful lagoon, the villages & the ever kind & friendly I-Kiribati, all present photo opportunities &
a chance to start to understand & experience something of the I-Kiribati way of life.”
Tony Whincup

The Kiribati Experience

sleeping & eating

• Accommodation is in local bwuia or village guest-

The most important thing of all to bring with you to Kiribati is a sense of humour and plenty of smiles!
This is absolutely essential!
Tony Whincup

• DIGITAL camera & lenses

• separate flash

• tripod

• laptop for

• lots of ‘memory’
• rechargeable batteries
• note books
• plastic /dry bags for gear

- during boat trips or rain

very useful

general
essentials

Listed here are the essentials of photography equipment that
you MUST bring with you as well as some very useful items
to bring, if you are able. The tour will use digital photography
only. Film processing is not available locally, nor is it possible
to buy supplies in Kiribati.

downloading
• even more memory

cards
• collapsible reflector/

diffuser
• spare camera body

Photographic Equipment

You will have your own ‘gear’ but keep it simple. It will be hot
and lugging lots of equipment around is not fun.

day 1

Arrive Tarawa - transfer to Tabon te Keekee



Intro: Photograph Kiribati



Visit shrine

day 10 day 9 day 8 day 7 day 5-6 day 4

day 3



expressions of interest
sought

Mwaneaba protocol & Kiribati language
Village meeting house & traditional dance

Early morning photo shoot



Colour & Communication



Kiribati culture: Protocol & asking to photo

Visit Koinawa mwaneaba & church



’Stories with pictures’



Dinner & entertainment on beach

Individual portfolio production



Editing strategies

Final shooting for portfolio



Evening feast & traditional dancing

Return to Tarawa by boat
Photo urban Kiribati – Betio
Preparation for final photo show



Grand show and party night

Depart Tarawa
 talk or discussion

 audio-visual presentation

 entertainment

All photography days will be accompanied by Tony Whincup, for photographic expertise and advice,
with Keetia Yee-On, who will offer local insights to Kiribati. Most evenings will present the opportunity
to show & review photographs as well as plan & discuss the next day’s photography.
This schedule is a proposed schedule only & is subject to change.

Proposed Schedule

day 2

Journey to Abaiang by boat

•
•
•
•
•

Accommodation on shared basis
All meals
All domestic transfers & transport fares
Local entertainment
Contribution to local village where tour takes place

$ 2399

Fuel: Motorbikes will be available to help you explore Abaiang. Fuel costs
are however additional. A refill in Tarawa currently costs approx AU $10.
Travel Insurance: We strongly advise you to take out comprehensive travel
insurance for health, travel and your belongings.
Drinks: Potable drinking water is provided. On the outer islands this is
likely to be all that there is to drink. However, on Tarawa, there are other
drinks available for you to purchase.
Souvenirs: Kiribati have some outstanding handicrafts available to buy.

International flights are NOT included in the tour cost but
we can book them for you when you book your tour.
Air Pacific are currently the only airline flying to Kiribati.
They depart from Nadi, Fiji. An approximate return fare,
including taxes, currently costs from :
Sydney, AUS: $ 1220
Nadi, Fiji: $ 1070

Auckland, NZ: $ 1265

For further information or
to make a booking please contact
Tobaraoi Travel

web:
email:
phone:

www.tobaraoi.com
sydney@tobaraoi.com
+ 61 2 9232 5511

All prices in AU $ per person. Minimum group numbers apply. Correct at time of publication.*

bookings

Although every effort has been made to
ensure that all costs and inclusions are
correct at the time of print, these are subject
to change due to reasons beyond our control.

bookings

getting there

NOTE: Credit cards are rarely accepted. Bring all the cash you think you will need

Costs & Inclusions

other costs

inclusions

The following costs are included in the tour price*

